
EQUIVALENCY CREDIT

I. Policy Section

  
8.0 Students

II. Policy Subsection

8.4 Equivalency Credit

III. Date of most recent changes

December 3, 2007
IV. Policy Statement
Grand Rapids Community College requires students to complete at least 15 credits of academic course work at GRCC in order to be awarded an associate’s degree. Up to forty-seven (47) credits may be transferred to GRCC as credit by examination or evaluation below the 400 level according to the following guidelines: Transfer credit is awarded for courses with grades of “C-” or higher from all institutions which are recognized by the Department of Education or that are regionally or nationally accredited and listed with the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA):
The Department of Education http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx
The Council for Higher Education Accreditation http://www.chea.org/HETA/default.asp
V. Reason for Policy
To inform students and stakeholders what we will accept in the way of transfer credit from another institution. 

VI. Entities Affected by This Policy
Transfer students, GRCC students who may wish to attend as a guest at another institution, study abroad, and students wishing to test out of classes.
VII. Who Should Read This Policy
Students, faculty, advisors, and staff.
VIII. Related Documents
The Department of Education http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx
The Council for Higher Education Accreditation http://www.chea.org/HETA/default.asp
IX. Contacts
Student Records – Office of the Registrar
X. Definitions
XI. Procedures
Transcripts are evaluated against the requirements of the student’s chosen curriculum code, and only those courses which apply to the specific degree are transferred. Students must submit an official transcript in a sealed envelope directly to the Enrollment Center. If students have previously earned an associate’s or bachelor’s degree from another accredited educational institution, core group distribution requirements and general education requirements are posted according to their specific program plan or filed until a specific plan is identified. Credits posted to a student’s transcript are part of their permanent record.
For registration purposes, official transcripts must be received from degree-seeking students four (4) weeks prior to the opening of registration for any given semester. 
Course-to-course credit is awarded when course content is identical to that at Grand Rapids Community College. Departmental credit is awarded when courses are similar but not identical. (Example: MA 999 transferred as Math elective credit.) Although credits earned at other colleges for specific courses may be less than those required for specific GRCC courses, full course credit is awarded on these transfers, with the exception of EN 101, 102, and PS 110. (Example: English Comp I at another college on quarters was 3 credits there and is awarded 2 here. Prior to graduation, students must complete an Independent Study in English for 1 credit.) General education elective credit (ED 999) is awarded for course material completed at other accredited educational institutions which is not equivalent to any specific course at Grand Rapids Community College. Credit from institutions that are on term calendars is converted to semester credit and transferred in at 0.667% per course.

Curriculum-specific courses for Nursing or Dental (AD, DX, OT, PN, RT) will be evaluated by the respective health departments once students attain “Ready” status. Departmental evaluation may be requested for specific courses in other specialty fields as necessary.
■ Foreign Transcripts: The above rules apply. Students are required to provide an official transcript, along with a certified English translation of the transcript, to one of the approved foreign accredited educational evaluation services listed on our web page at http://www.grcc.edu/registrarTransfer. Grand Rapids Community College requires a certified course-by-course evaluation from one of the approved services, a copy of the original official transcript, and certified English translation, if not in English, submitted directly to Student Records/Registrar for consideration of transferable credit based on evaluation service recommendations.

■ International Studies Initiative/Study Abroad: Arrangements for Study Abroad organized through agencies such American Institute of Foreign Study (AIFS) or International Studies Abroad (ISA) prequalify for transfer credit. Information regarding the International Studies Initiative is listed on our web page at http://www.grcc.edu/ShowPage.cfm?PageID=1456.  
■ Military Credit: The above rules apply. Students must submit an official transcript from the applicable branch of service directly to Student Records/Registrar. Students who complete basic military training are granted two (2) Wellness credits. 
■ AP/CLEP Test Credit: Students who have earned Advanced Placement or CLEP credit from The American College Board through their previous high school or college must request an official transcript of their test scores mailed directly to College Code 1254 (GRCC) Student Records/Registrar to be considered for transfer to GRCC. Scores must meet Grand Rapids Community College standards as listed on our web pages below and will be posted, without fee, as AP/CLEP test credit, as noted. 
· For AP transcripts, call 1-888-225-5427 http://web.grcc.edu/Registrar/forms/test_credit.pdf.
· For CLEP, call 1-800-257-9558 http://www.grcc.edu/ShowPage.cfm?PageID=8164.
■ Challenge Examinations: Challenge examinations are GRCC faculty-developed and scored tests. Course-specific credit is granted for these subject-level examinations. Passing scores vary depending on specific exams. Students must have appropriate documentation and authorization sent to the Student Records Office directly from the Assessment Center. Limited Challenge examinations are offered at the Lakeshore Campus. Information regarding Challenge Examinations may be found on our web site at http://www.grcc.edu/?PageID=8160.
To obtain the most recent CLEP and Challenge testing information, contact: Assessment Center, (616) 234-4134 or (616) 234-3413.
 ■ ACT PEP/DANTES/Excelsior College Examinations: Information regarding ACT PEP/DANTES/Excelsior College Examinations may be found on the following web site: http://www.dantes.doded.mil/dantes_web/examinations/ece.htm. An official transcript is required to receive credit. Minimum passing scores vary by subject. For PEP or DANTES equivalencies, visit our web page at http://web.grcc.edu/Registrar/forms/test_credit.pdf.
■ Automotive Service Excellence (ASE): The American Council on Education’s (ACE) Commission on Educational Credit and Credentials has recommended that credit be granted to those technicians who have passed ASE certification tests and have the required work experience. Additional information is available on our web site at http://www.grcc.edu/asecredit
■ American Council on Education (ACE): The above rules apply. Educational credit is granted for extra-institutional learning and training programs through participating organizations, associations, businesses, government, industry, military, or union affiliations. Students who successfully complete a training course and are interested in establishing a record of their non-traditional educational accomplishment must submit the required forms, signed by the participating organization’s designated education representative, to the ACE Registry with a $25 processing fee (a one-time fee for establishing and updating the student’s record). For more information or to determine if your organization is a participating member, contact the Center for Adult Learning and Educational Credentials/Registry Office at (202) 939-9434. Upon receipt of an official ACE transcript, GRCC will award credit based upon ACE recommendations. To obtain an official transcript, students must write to:
Center for Adult Learning & Educational Credentials American Council on Education

ATTN: Registries

One Dupont Circle, Suite 250

Washington, DC 20036-1193
■ Child Development Associate Credential (CDA): Grand Rapids Community College recognizes the CDA Credential by the Council for Early Childhood Professional Recognition when earned through non-credit-bearing training, and by Departmental evaluation granted credit for CD 105 Foundations of Early Childhood Education (3 credits). Students earning a CDA through credit course work should have an official transcript sent to GRCC, and transfer credits will be applied accordingly. Additional information is available on our web site at http://www.grcc.edu/ShowPage.cfm?PageID=13474
■ Prior Learning Assessment (PLA): Grand Rapids Community College offers credit for prior learning experiences that equate to courses taught at GRCC in the Technology area (DR, EL, ER, MN, TE, TM, TR, TI, AP, AR, EG). If you have learning experiences you feel may meet specific course objectives, please contact the Manufacturing Apprenticeship Office at (616) 234-3670 for more information or visit our web page at http://www.grcc.edu/ShowPage.cfm?PageID=12757. 
■ Articulation: The amount of articulation credit available will depend on the specific program involved in each case and varies from two to sixteen credits. If a student is transferring to another college after attending GRCC, the student should check with the transfer college to see if the articulation credits are eligible to transfer. For a list of articulated courses: http://www.grcc.edu/?PageID=1265.
· High School to Credit: Students who successfully complete “articulated” career and technical edu​cation programs in approved secondary schools will be granted college credit for specific courses, subject to published articulation policies and procedures listed on the articu​la​tion website at www.grcc.edu/articulation. Articulation is a process where students may earn college credits for certain courses they take in high school. It provides an opportunity for high school and community college courses to blend–granting equivalent college credit to students for achieving specific outcomes in identified courses within their school district. The high school instructor must evaluate the student, complete all forms, and send the information to Grand Rapids Community College. Application for credits must be made within two years of high school graduation. Additional information is available on our website at www.grcc.edu/articulation.

· Non-Credit to Credit: Students who successfully complete “articulated” career and technical education programs in approved GRCC non-credit courses will be granted college credit for specific courses, subject to published articulation policies and procedures listed on the articulation website at www.grcc.edu/articulation. Non-credit Articulation is a process where students may earn college credits for certain courses taken on the non-credit side of the College. It provides an opportunity for non-credit and credit courses to blend–granting equivalent college credit to students for achieving specific outcomes in identified GRCC non-credit courses. Additional information is available on the articulation website www.grcc.edu/articulation.
XII. Forms


