
Academic Governing Council

Issue Proposal Form

Use this form to propose an issue be brought to the Academic Governing Council.

What is the issue or problem?

Why is GRCC the only community college in Michigan with a football team?  It is proposed that AGC pass a motion in favor of ending the football program at GRCC.  
What is the scope of the issue? Who is impacted by this issue or problem?
The football program at GRCC is an unwarranted expense for this college.  GRCC is the only community college in the state with a college football team.  Even in a state that lives and breathes football as much as Michigan, the consensus in Michigan is clear that community colleges should not have football teams.  In addition, the team must travel outside of the state to find an opponent to play, significantly adding to travel expenses.  In the recent defeat of two millages, voters have expressed their desire that this college curb expenses.  The football team seems to be a luxury amongst the college’s expenses.  

In addition, the recent hire of a faculty member at Step 8 with the intention that he coach football has challenged the confidence in the administration of this college.  It has created the perception that the budget of this college is a shell game intended to hide the true cost of the football program under the guise of faculty pay.  It appears that the job posting even had to be rewritten in order to accommodate the hiring of this coach/faculty member.  It even raises questions of gender equality because the hidden pay of the football coach seems disproportionate to the compensation of coaches of female teams.  An equivalent amount of financial resources do not seem to go toward women’s sport teams at GRCC, opening the college up to allegations of civil rights violations.  
Who are the stakeholders of this issue? Who needs to be directly involved in the research and resolution of this issue?
The stakeholders seem to be the coaches and players on the football team, women in general, and the tax payers of the GRCC district.  This issue should be researched by those with knowledge of the budget, as well as those in administration who can adequately explain the reasoning for other Michigan community colleges deciding not to have football teams.  A true accounting should be made of the costs associated with the football team, so that an informed decision about the merits of it may be made.  
This form is to be submitted to the Executive Committee of the Academic Governing Council.

