
Academic Governing Council

Issue Proposal Form

Use this form to propose an issue be brought to the Academic Governing Council.

I. What is the issue or problem?

This issue is threefold.

a) GRCC does not have a process to determine where a course fits into the

College’s General Education distribution system.  Course prefixes simply determine the distribution, e.g., EN is “humanities,” BI is “natural science/mathematics,” etc.

b) GRCC lacks a process to determine if a course fits into the General Education distribution categories at all.
c) Although the College has done a lot of work with GLOs over the years, the College still does not articulate the outcomes it expects students to achieve as a result of having satisfied the General Education distribution requirements.

Thus: the College requires the creation of academic policy to establish a definition of each distribution area, to define the criteria that will be used in making decisions about inclusion of courses in the distribution areas, and to articulate expectations for outcomes upon successful completion of the distribution areas.

II. What is the scope of the issue? Who is impacted by this issue or problem?
The problem as stated above handicaps the College from meeting the dynamically changing needs of students, faculty, and departments.  The need for a policy and process is present now, and it is reasonable to expect that it will only increase as the College continues to expand its offerings in the years ahead.  
In this work the AGC should be mindful that whatever is done to clarify or adjust our General Education program must also comply with MACRAO expectations.  It is important that we do not alienate our transfer institutions.

We ask that the AGC accept the issue, and request that it form a sub-team to develop the policy to determine the standards for evaluating courses for general education distribution purposes.  We further request that this team suggest a process for implementation of that policy.
III. Who are the stakeholders of this issue? Who needs to be directly involved in the research and resolution of this issue?
All faculty, inasmuch as curriculum “ownership” rests in the hands of the faculty.

Parties with an specific interest in the matter will include departments and disciplines which have or could have courses in General Education; transfer institutions and colleges that accept MACRAO; the Registrar; Counseling/ Academic Advising; the Provost or her designee.
This form is to be submitted to the Executive Committee of the Academic Governing Council

