Provost’s Update
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March 10, 2009
1. College Leadership Council 
· One meeting (March 4th). Budget driven discussion. Brainstorming of revenue sources and cost savings ideas. Finance area is to come up with an estimated number for each idea before deciding what actions will be taken.
2. Deans’ Council 
· No Deans’ Council meeting since the last update (dates coincided with Academic Summit and Staff Learning Day)
3. Other News
· Academic Summit

· Over 155 faculty members (full time and adjunct) attended.
· They generated hundreds of ideas. IRP is classifying and preparing the report for the follow up survey.
· The GRCC Women's Studies Program is holding a "Celebration of Women in STEM Fields" during the weeks of March 16-25.  The event will feature many special programs, some of which include keynote presentations by Dr. Elinor Gates, astronomer at the University of California, and Dr. Sue Rosser, Dean at Georgia Tech, as well as a launch of English Professor Maryann Lesert's novel, Base Ten, which is forthcoming from the Feminist Press.  
· Jeff Hartman reported that as of Monday, March 2, high school applications for Fall 2009 are up by 306. Jeff also as a trial run, placed a Facebook ad.  This has the potential of having 68,940 people in Kent and Ottawa counties with a Facebook profile view our ad. 
· AACRAO (American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers) has called upon Howard Shanken to help continue the work on their national study around "What is Credit?” after leading a successful focus group on this topic at the recent AACRAO Transfer Conference.  In Michigan, the Governor's Office has asked Howard to serve on their focus group for the MCAN Portal Project . This will simplify the process for students who wish to apply to colleges in the State, making the financial aid process less of a challenge and the transfer of credit more streamlined. The Governor will announce this on April 28 at the Governor's Conference. 
· According to the VA Certifying Official there are 283 veterans collecting benefits, which is a record number.

· 550 diplomas were mailed out recently to students who graduated at the end of Fall 2008.

· The Enrollment Center reports that the Accuplacer testers are up 42% this January compared to last January. WOW!

· Our new JET Plus Grant started with students on February 2.  This first cohort group has only 9 students but they have gotten off to a great start.  Their schedule includes MA 003, RD097, Computer Skills and Career Exploration.  Our next cohort group is scheduled to start on March 30
· Continued collaborations with MSU College of Human Medicine – Recently the MSU – CHM used our Microbiology lab again and, again, they used one of our faculty members (Dr. Bob Leunk) to help assist with the class. Laurie Chesley and I met with Dr. Wagner, Coordinator of College Wide Assessment, to start the development of the Certificate for Standardized Simulated Patient. This will train individuals to become fake patients for med students.
· Dr. Becky Brinks is serving as "Chairperson, the Early Childhood Associates Degree Commission of NAEYC". Becky was recently appointed to her second term in the job.
