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Name:  Frederick M. Zomer 

Job Title/Department:  Academic Advising and Transfer  

Phone:  4137 

Email Address:   fzomer@grcc.edu 

Date IIPD Award was received:       October 21, 2016 

 

Purpose of Grant:    To attend the NODA (Association for Orientation, Transition and Retention in 
Higher Education                                                                           

 

 

 
1. Describe the new avenues of instruction, including changes in curriculum, teaching strategies or 

other changes that are resulting from your grant-funded activity. 
Instruction will change due to “Career Pathways”.  We found some Community Colleges who 
were implementing Career Pathways.  We will be working on our academic presentation to reflect 
this change. Our teaching strategies will expand on the group advising we are starting in our 
department. 

 
 

2. How will the grant-funded activity result in an impact on student learning and enhancements to 
student success? 
We learned about concerns of commuter students.  Commuter students are not studied often as a 
group but research shows that they are a group that succeeds at a lower rate.  We will be working 
to improve our commuter student success rate.  In orientation we will make a conscious effort to 
talk about travel, options to park, childcare and options to park.  All of these concerns cause 
problems for commuter students.  We will be real conscious of these issues in the orientation 
program, and address these concerns. 

 
 
 

3. What steps are you taking to assess the impact of this activity on student learning? We will be 
having a number of new factors to study for student success.   
We are in the process of changing the evaluation we use.  First we will explore ideas other 
schools are using to make sure our return is more robust.  We’ve had trouble in the past getting 
the evaluations back.  Second we have a number of things to look at, so we will want the most 
impact items, like placement testing was it accessible?  Other items like our pathways small group 
presentations were we able to help students find resources, with the resources helpful in choosing 
class. 

 
 



Form Revised: 10/2016 

 
4. How are you engaging others in the learning process and disseminating activity results with the 

wider campus community?  
 

NOTE: If shared learning activities have not yet taken place, an addendum to this report must be 
filed with the Grants Department describing shared learning activities prior to applying for another 
IIPD grant, as required by IIPD Guidelines. 

 
I will share with the Orientation committee and the Counseling and advising staff.  
 

5. Describe how the grant-funded activity is supporting the objectives of your department and your 
existing job responsibilities. 
Our department is directly responsible for the Academic Advising section for Orientation.  I am 
also a member of the Orientation Team overall.  So all the information from the conference was 
directly related Academic Advising and Orientation work our Department is responsible for. 

 
 
 

6. How has this grant helped in fostering your professional development goals?  
I really want to work to be more inclusive in speech.  I found a workshop / roundtable discussion 
on GLBT students in orientation programs.  I was able to see best practices that are happening 
throughout the country. 

 
 
 

7. Please add any other comments you would like to include in this report. 
I found that this Conference will have a direct influence on my work at GRCC.  In the areas 
mentioned above, Academic Advising (using a Career Pathways model), the structure of our 
program what we currently include and possibly want to add, how we schedule the orientation for 
parents and guests, and the use of welcoming language for all students. 


