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IIPD grant recipients must report on grant-funded activities in order to remain eligible for future IIPD grant 

program consideration. All grant recipients are required to submit a summary report of the completed project 

or activity to the Grants Department at the time that they submit their IIPD Reimbursement Form.  

 

Name:  Hillery Haney 

Job Title/Department:  French Professor in Language and Thought 

Phone:  (616) 234-4380 

Email Address:   hhaney@grcc.edu 

Date IIPD Award was received:         March 2013                      (month/year) 
 

Purpose of Grant:       To visit with several third party providers on site to help develop our Study Away 

program.  I visited with five providers in Paris and Brussels to help create a more streamline approach to our 

Study Away program that could not only enhance the experience and opportunities for students of French, but 

also create a true interdisciplinary program and approach to Study Away.   

 

 

 

1. Describe the new avenues of instruction, including changes in curriculum, teaching strategies or 

other changes that are resulting from your grant-funded activity. 

 

I have since created a Humanities course HU 219 Global Studies through International Travel which can 

be used by just about any discipline on campus for a study away experience.  I have also connected with 

two of the four providers and have had them come to talk to us in the Study Away department.  AIFS 

director Ann Hubbard has participated in my faculty training around Study Away and has helped Mike 

Schavey and me better understand contracts and processes.  All of this has been a result of this 

experience. 

 

2. How will the grant-funded activity result in an impact on student learning and enhancements to 

student success?   

With the creation of HU 219, we have grown our study away opportunities for our students.  Culinary Arts 

has used the course for it’s overseas experiences.  We grew to include Art History and we are now adding 

an Art History tour to NYC. 

 

The providers I met with (some did not match what our needs at GRCC are) have given our faculty 

resources so that they can provide a quality, safe, travel experience for our students. 

 

 

 

3. What steps are you taking to assess the impact of this activity on student learning? 

Because I work as the faculty liaison for Study Away and provide support for other faculty interested in 

leading travel opportunities for students, I have witnessed how the program has become more efficient, 

better run with new processes and risk management.  We have more faculty leaders, more travel 
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opportunities and a course created especially for these experiences.  The IIPD experience has completey 

impacted how our program is developing and it is very exciting. 

 

 

4. How are you engaging others in the learning process and disseminating activity results with the 

wider campus community?  

I have been able to train faculty on best practices in Study Away and give them information on third 

party providers, the benefits of using a provider and put them in contact with people, resources and 

example course and itineraries for their particular discipline.  Along with that, I have created the HU 219 

course to be a truly interdisciplinary course based on the experiences I gained through the travel 

opportunities I have had, have led and the information I’ve learned as a result of the connections I made 

with these third party providers. 

 

 

5. Describe how the grant-funded activity is supporting the objectives of your department and your 

existing job responsibilities. 

Once again, because I am the faculty liaison for the Study Away program and I lead experiences for 

students myself each year, the site visits I was able to make as a result of this IIPD have supported our 

efforts in providing travel and cultural opportunities for our students.  Since I teach French, this is directly 

related to my discipline and department. 

 

In May 2015, I collaborated with Kimberly Overdevest in Visual Arts to lead an experience to Paris and 

Brussels.  The choice of these two cities was a direct result of the experience I had in Paris and Brussels 

from my site visits in 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. How has this grant helped in fostering your professional development goals?  

I have used the grant to continue to support the Study Away program, my own travel opportunities that I 

provide for students and the faculty who attend our Study Away trainings. 

 

 

7. Please add any other comments you would like to include in this report. 

This IIPD experience has had a significant long term impact on what I do in relationship to the students, 

our faculty and the programs at GRCC.  It is really quite exciting.  And I appreciate that I was given the 

opportunity to fulfill these goals. 


