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Name:  Katie Budden 

Job Title/Department:  Professor, Visual Arts 

Phone:  616-901-8161 (cell) 

Email Address:   kbudden@grcc.edu 

Date IIPD Award was received:       October 2016                          (month/year) 

 

Purpose of Grant:                                                                                

The IIPD Grant award was used to enroll in HU 219-Global Studies through International Travel-

France in May 2017.  Through this experience, I viewed art and architecture that have made significant 

marks on the art world today.  I visited art museums and sites where artist like Vincent Van Gogh and 

Paul Cezanne painted. 

 

 
1. Describe the new avenues of instruction, including changes in curriculum, teaching strategies or 

other changes that are resulting from your grant-funded activity. 
I intend to utilize my experience directly in the classroom.  I will present my personal photos of 
some of the Impressionists’ paintings to my AT 130 class.  The students will hear how I 
responded to these particular paintings and follow along as I analyze the compositions while 
paying particular attention to how the artists simplified the paintings into large, abstract shapes.  
Following this presentation, I will ask the students to select a famous painting of their choice.  
They will be asked to identify the principles we are learning in class and identify the abstract 
shapes that make up the composition. 

 
2. How will the grant-funded activity result in an impact on student learning and enhancements to 

student success?   

During my travels, I became aware that I am a bigger fan of Impressionism than I realized.  

While visiting the Louvre and the Musee D’Orsay, I found the abstract qualities of the 

compositions very inspiring.  In AT 130, my students work with images as sources of influence 

and inspiration to learn the design principles we study.   I can see how I can use the photographs 

that I took to model for my students how to analyze a paintings composition.  Sharing how my 

travels have influenced my work, showing the students images of my paintings and explaining 

how the experience affected me and inspired me, can help students generate ideas and help them 

see through the eyes of an artist.  How can inspiration be processed and used creatively? 
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3. What steps are you taking to assess the impact of this activity on student learning? 
To assess the activity, I will ask the students to submit a written analysis of the painting they 
chose.  As I grade this assignment, I will be looking for evidence that the student understands 
the principles we are studying and an articulate how those principles are used. 

 
 
 

4. How are you engaging others in the learning process and disseminating activity results with the 
wider campus community?  
 

NOTE: If shared learning activities have not yet taken place, an addendum to this report must be 
filed with the Grants Department describing shared learning activities prior to applying for another 
IIPD grant, as required by IIPD Guidelines. 

To further emphasize the impact travel and viewing real art has on an artist; I plan to create a 

new body of paintings.  At least one of these paintings will be exhibited in an upcoming GRCC 

Faculty Exhibit.   I also gave a presentation to my fellow classmates in HU 219.  Please follow 

the url link under question #7 to see the video of my presentation. 
 

 
5. Describe how the grant-funded activity is supporting the objectives of your department and your 

existing job responsibilities. 

The National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) is the accrediting body for 

the Visual Arts Department. Through this accreditation, the department actively strives to 

uphold a standard of excellence in our own artwork and stay current with best teaching practices 

in the arts. 
 
 

6. How has this grant helped in fostering your professional development goals?  

My FPE always includes time to work on developing my own body of artwork in my studio. 

Traveling has always been a huge inspirational device in my personal artwork.  Through travel, 

I have found my experiences filtering into my paintings in imagery and materials.  The 

historical context of my travels brings immediate inspiration to my painting process.  During 

class, I show images of art from around the globe and talk about the historical significance and 

the role the art plays in the topics we are studying.  Sharing my personal reactions to the art and 

cultures with the students during class brings this art to life.  Students begin to understand that 

seeing an actual painting is a very different experience than viewing it in a book.  The art 

becomes more accessible.  Travel becomes more accessible.  The experience will continue to 

promote the teaching of global views, acceptance, and curiosity for learning.  
 

Please follow the url link under question #7 to see the video of my presentation. 
 

7. Please add any other comments you would like to include in this report. 
I created a presentation as part of the requirement for the HU 219 course.  Since my 
presentation was about how the trip influenced me, I thought it would be a perfect addition to 
this report. 

 
http://raidercast.grcc.edu/relay/kbudden/2017/The_Colors_of_France_-
_20170530_165729_7.html 


