
 
 

 
Opportunities to Build Cultural Competence 

August 2021 
 
Check out a few opportunities for this month. These links can be used to explore and expand your own personal 
framework for seeing the world.  Remember, reflection is key—notice how you feel as you read/watch, does this 
information challenge what you previously thought, and how does this information impact your work with children and 
families.  If a link does not open by clicking on it, copy and paste into your browser 
 
August 27th, Social Justice Begins with Me 3:30-4:30: Join the Open House Kick Off at GR Public Library for its Fall Book 
Series for young children and their families, Main Library, 111 Library Street NE.  The series run monthly on Saturday 
mornings September through December. 
 
Videos, Articles, Podcasts and books to check out:  
 
Learning for Justice Social Justice Standards, as you plan for the coming school year, become familiar with these social 
justice standards, continuously check yourself through the year to make sure you are meeting these standards for the 
children in your classroom.  For early childhood, specifically focus on pages 3-5: 
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/TT-Social-Justice-Standards-Anti-bias-framework-
2020.pdf 
 
Let’s Talk, Learning for Justice guide on facilitating critical conversations with students. This guide translates to 
conversations in general—with your staff, with your family, and with your friends.  Check it out: 
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/TT-Let-s-Talk-Publication-January-2020.pdf 
 
Talking to children about Race, Ethnicity, and Culture:  Watching other families have honest, conversations about race 
can inspire new ideas for talking about these topics at home; watch this Native family have a conversation with their 
children: https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/subtopics/dealing-with-racism/?activity=talking-about-race-the-clutes 
 
Reflecting on anti-bias Education in Action: The Early Years; this video is a repeat but valuable as early childhood 
educators are planning for the coming school year.  This would make a great staff watch/discussion to kick off your 
school year:  https://www.antibiasleadersece.com/the-film-reflecting-on-anti-bias-education-in-action/ 
 
Seeing White; a podcast to check out: https://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/ 
 
4 Things We Should All Teach Kids About Racism Right Now: http://www.blackgirldangerous.com/2015/07/teach-kids-
about-racism/ 
 
10 Tips for Reading Picture Books with Children through a Race-Conscious Lens: https://embracerace-
prod.imgix.net/assets/10_tips_for_reading_picture_books_with_children_english_final.pdf 
 
 
Must have for your Classroom:  

• Skin Again by bell hooks: “The skin I’m in is just a covering.  It cannot tell my story. If you want to know who I 
am, you have got to come inside and open your heart way wide.” 
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