ACADEMIC FORGIVENESS
I.

Policy Section
8.0 Students

II.

Policy Subsection
8.34 Academic Forgiveness

III.

Policy Statement

•

Grand Rapids Community College (GRCC) offers academic
forgiveness to provide students an opportunity to exclude a portion
of their academic history that has negatively impacted their overall
GPA calculation. The purpose of this policy is to increase
opportunities for degree and credential attainment for students
whose academic performance has improved.

•

A student seeking a certificate or associate's degree whose grade
point average (GPA) is below 2.0, may request up to twelve (12)
credits of coursework taken at GRCC in which the student earned
below a "C" to be excluded from the computation of the minimum
2.0 grade point average required for graduation. However,
forgiven grades shall remain on the student's transcript with a
notation of their exclusion from the GPA computation. Students must
have completed an additional 12 sequential credits with a C or
higher and not receivedgrades below a C in courses taken after the
most recent semester for which academic forgiveness is being
sought.

•

Academic forgiveness may be granted only once. Academic
forgiveness applies only to a student's cumulative GPA on their
transcript and does not apply to financial aid policies regarding
satisfactory academic progress. There is no guarantee that
academic forgiveness will be recognized by any other college or
university.

•

This policy may not be used to assist a student in attaining
academic honors. Secondary application programs with additional
admission criteria, including a number of health programs, may or
may not consider forgiven grades when evaluating whether
students meet program admission requirements.
1

Students pursuing a secondary application program are advised to
consult with the Program Director regarding specific program
admissions requirements with respect to forgiven grades.
IV.

Reason for the Policy
The purpose of this policy is to increase opportunities for degree and
credential attainment for students whose academic performance has
improved.

V.

Entities Affected by this Policy
Students, Faculty and Staff

VI.

Who Should Read this Policy
All GRCC employees

VII.

Related Documents
GRCC Catalog
Academic Governing Council Issue Papers
Academic Forgiveness Application

VIII.

Contacts
Policy Owner: Registrar

IX.

Definitions
a. Forgiveness
i. Course and grade will not be utilized in determining eligibility
for credential attainment.
b. Satisfactory Academic Progress for Financial Aid Calculation (SAP):
i. You must complete at least 67 percent of all attempted credit
hours with passing grades, whether or not financial aid was
received for those credits.
ii. GPA requirements for maintaining SAP are 1.5 or higher for up
to 14 credits, 1.75 or higher 15 to 28 credits, and 2.0 or higher
29 or more credits

X.

Procedures
a. Academic forgiveness exists for the purpose of assisting students that
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have shown academic improvement to obtain a degree from GRCC.
b. Students with GPA above an overall GPA of 2.0 may not apply for
academic forgiveness.
c. Students must have earned a C or above in all subsequent coursework
from the requested forgiven grades.
d. Students must be registered for classes at the time of applying for
academic forgiveness.
e. Students must be near completion of their associate degree program,
being in progress or having earned at least 42 credits prior to applying for
academic forgiveness.
f. Students may not request courses to be forgiven that may be replaced by
repeating the course.
The following exception applies:
i. the course is no longer required for their declared academic
program
ii. and they are eligible to graduate in their declared program once
forgiveness is approved.
g. Students must certify that they plan to earn their degree from GRCC, and
be declared in that academic program.
h. Students may only apply for academic forgiveness once.
i.

Grand Rapids Community College will continue to consider all grades for
purposes of satisfactory academic progress for financial aid calculations.

j. Students must understand that academic forgiveness may result in
impacts to their satisfactory academic progress for financial aid
calculation: completion of credits.
k. Students request academic forgiveness by submitting the webform on the
Student Records webpage.
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l.
XI.

Students will receive an email confirmation once their request is approved.
Once approved, academic forgiveness will not be reversed.

Forms
Academic Forgiveness Request form

XII.

Effective Date
October 2020 approved
September 2021 implemented

XIII.

Policy History
Adopted October 2020

XIV.

Next Review/Revision Date
Provost office to review this policy in 2023-2024
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