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You may have driven by the new GRCC preschool on your way to class. Our new Phyllis Fratzke Early Childhood
Learning Laboratory is scheduled to open on Jan. 9 which is the first day of winter semester. The students have
been planning their move and are eagerly awaiting the opening of their new environment. Our staff will begin
the big move in late December. Look for more information as we begin the winter semester. We are all very
excited to show off this wonderful new building to students, parents and community members.

Notes from Tricia Siegel
Thanks for reading
our Teacher Education
newsletter. My goal
is to make this
student-oriented.
I hope that you find
information in this
newsletter helpful
and beneficial to
you as student.
I am always open
to suggestions or ideas! Please feel free
to email me at tsiegel@grcc.edu.
Fall semester always seems to go by so
quickly. Looking ahead, we are excited
about our new building and new
opportunities. We continue to roll out
our new conceptual framework for our
department. Winter will bring on new
challenges but we all look forward to
helping you meet your goals and find the
career you enjoy. Look for our newsletter
again in winter of 2017.

Teachers of Tomorrow
Scholarships
On Tuesday Sept. 20, the Child
Development and Education Department
held an awards dinner to recognize
students who received the Teachers
of Tomorrow (TOT) scholarships. Each
recipient brought a guest and was treated
to dinner, an inspiration speech and the
awards ceremony. The intention of the TOT
scholarships is to allow a student to work
a bit less so that they can spend more
time on school work and volunteering in
a classroom setting to gain experience. In
the winter semester, each student will be
invited to a luncheon to meet their award
donor and express their gratitude. Look
for more information in January regarding
these scholarships if you are interested in
applying next year.

Spotlight on TOT Scholarship Recipient –
Katherine Bielecki
I always knew I wanted to work in education and I am so excited
to finally be pursing my passion. I began my journey at GRCC in
the fall of 2015 after more than 15 years away from college. I was
really nervous to return to college after so many years away but
meeting with Professor Deb Vilmont really put my mind at ease
and made me feel much more confident in taking this first step
toward becoming a teacher.
I am so honored to be a recipient of a Teachers of Tomorrow
Scholarship. This scholarship not only gave me the financial ability
to continue as a full time student, it also validated my decision to complete my education
and pursue my dreams. I feel so proud to be showing my two daughters that hard work
pays off and that you are never too old to follow your dreams.
Now that I am preparing for my final semester at GRCC and looking forward to graduation
in April, I am so thankful for the education I have received here. I am graduating with a
Paraprofessional Education Applied Arts and Science Degree, and I feel that this program
has fully prepared me to enter the workforce as a paraprofessional. I am so excited to
begin working with children every day and to positively change the world, one student
at a time.

Spotlight on Staff – Lauren Shirey
If you have stopped by or called our office, you have most likely met
Lauren Shirey. She is our new Support Professional. She is doing a
wonderful job of learning the ropes at GRCC. Lauren comes to us
from Michigan State University where she majored in interpersonal
communication and administrative education. She is currently
pursuing a master’s degree in counseling education through Western
Michigan University. In her free time Lauren enjoys traveling to new
places, trivia and game nights, and being with her friends and family.
If you get a chance, stop by and say hello.

Conceptual Framework

Don’t wait!
Now is the time
to sign up for winter
2017 classes. Classes
are filling quickly.
We look forward
to seeing you on
January 9, 2017!

You may notice that our
Conceptual Framework is
more visible each semester.
Our multi-colored pyramid
is a visual representation of
the levels of leaning in our
core classes. Soon, you may
see this on Blackboard, Child
Development and Education
online classes and in our
classrooms. We hope this
helps students understand
the various levels of learning
in our classes.
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Kids Food Basket
The Child Development and Education
Department and the CD 215 Adult/Child
Interaction class was proud to host a Kids’
Food Basket brown bag decorating event
on Oct. 18! Students decorated over 200
paper bags that will be used by Kids Food
Basket to provide children with nutritious
meals. A big thank you to all students who
stopped by to decorate a bag for a great
cause.

Snacks to Pack
Being away from home for long periods of
time can make eating healthy a challenge.
With a little bit of planning, you can bring
snacks to school or work that will fill you
up, taste good and give your body some
extra needed fuel without tons of extra
sugar or fat.
Easy to pack snacks:
• Frozen grapes
• Baby carrots and hummus
• Yogurt with some fruit
• Rice cakes with peanut butter
• Oatmeal with a banana or raisins
• Cottage cheese and fruit
• String cheese and whole wheat crackers
• Whole grain protein bars
• Almonds
• Whole grain cereal with dried fruit
• Celery with peanut butter
• Air popped popcorn

