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Purpose of Grant:   
 

To facilitate travel expenses related to my participation in this past summer’s National 
Endowment for the Humanities Seminar, “India’s Past and the Making of the Present.” 
 
Please answer the following questions. Attach additional documentation if necessary: 
 

1. Describe the new avenues of instruction, including changes in curriculum, teaching strategies or 
other changes that are resulting from your grant-funded activity. 
 
Being able to attend this intensive NEH institute provided me with the latest scholarship in the 

field of South Asian studies and transnational history.  This has enabled me to review and assess the 
content of the college’s various world history course offerings.  The studies of intercultural relations and 
the roles of race, gender, ethnicity, and class that were explored at the institute are being incorporated 
into the social science curriculum here at the college and thus are heling  students to develop global 
perspectives on important issues (including intercultural systems, religious diffusion throughout history, 
trade, diversity, conflict and peace building, energy, non-violent resistance, anti-imperial mobilization, 
and human rights).   
 

In particular, my participation in the institute allows me to make a significant contribution to 
each of the world history courses offered at GRCC.  Indeed, the way in which the structure and content 
of the summer institute aligns perfectly with the chronological structure my survey courses was one of 
the first things that made me want to participate.  For example, my introductory survey course, HS120: 
World History to 1500, is the main beneficiary of the first two weeks of the summer institute’s 
curriculum, as this course incorporates readings, lectures, and class discussions dealing with the Indus 
Valley Civilization, the Vedic Age, Aryan culture, as well as the Classical Period and the development 
of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism.  In a similar way, HS121: World History since 1500 is the main 
beneficiary during the third and fourth weeks, as this course engages Mughal India and the merger of 
Indian and Islamic cultures as well as the British Raj, the Indian Independence movement, and modern 
India’s roles in the global community.   
 

In addition to these survey courses, a more advanced course for second-year college students, 
HS215: Modern World, focuses on how major themes of change in the 20th century have shaped the 
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global situation that we have inherited.  Much of this course explores the anti-imperial struggle as well 
as the post-independence situation of various nations, including India.   
 
 

2. How will the grant-funded activity result in an impact on student learning and enhancements to 
student success?   

 
As always, student learning will be assessed in a number of ways.  In addition to their 

performance on exams, quizzes, and research papers, I will use student feedback forms (administered at 
multiple points throughout the semester) to assess their comprehension and analysis of course 
information.   

 
 
3. How are you engaging others in the learning process and disseminating activity results with the 

wider campus community?   
 

In addition to the activities discussed above, I regularly discuss my own work and the other 
scholarship I was exposed to at the institute with my colleagues here at GRCC.  We in the Social 
Science Department are always keen to learn about one another’s work and the fresh ideas within our 
various subfields.   
 

Finally, I have proposed to speak at this year’s GRCC Race, Ethnicity, and Identity Conference 
about various learning and research I completed while in India.  The Department Chair and Conference 
Coordinator has accepted my proposal, and I am looking forward to speaking on the role of Indian and 
South Asian Studies in higher education curriculums in North America.   
 
 

4. Describe how the grant-funded activity is supporting the objectives of your department and your 
existing job responsibilities. 

 
Any activity that increases one’s knowledge of their field and allows them to make a 

contribution to that field would fit with the goals and objectives of the Social Science Department.   
 
As a historian here at GRCC, I have the responsibility of making contributions to my field while 

also remaining well apprised of recent relevant scholarship.  I also have the responsibility of making my 
students knowledgeable of the most up-to-date research and analyses available.  Participating in the 
NEH summer institute allowed me to fulfill these responsibilities. 
 
 

5. How has this grant helped in fostering your professional development goals?  
 

In my FGIPs and other faculty planning documents, I have routinely stated my intent to attend 
academic conferences that are relevant to my field of world and transnational history and relevant to my 
work as the college’s world historian.  I also stated my intention to continue being an active scholar.  
This grant has helped me to fulfill each of these professional development goals.   
 


